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Coming Events 
 

Feb. 13 - March 24 :  40 Days for Life Campaign 

March 16:  Pro-Life Oratory Contest 

March 19:  FFL monthly meeting 7PM 

April: 2013 Pro-Life T-Shirt Week 
 

President’s Note: 
(by Cathie Schmidt, FFL Board Member, filling in) 

 

February is Black History Month and the history 

of abortion in the Black community is full of dire 

statistics.  The topic was discussed at our Celebrate 

Life event by Ohio Right to Life’s new executive 

director who has been an outspoken Black religious 

leader, John Coats (see photo p.2). Two Black 

pastors and a Black woman political leader spoke 

about it after Lake County Right to Life’s march. 

Census data and Health Dept. data highlight the 

problem, namely: since 1973 abortion accounts for 

more deaths in the Black community than all other 

causes COMBINED;  Out of every two 

pregnancies, up to and even more than 50%, are 

aborted; 35% of abortions in the US are performed 

on African American women while they represent 

only 13% of the entire female population; Black 

Americans are the only minority in the US that is on 

the decline; In the US, the black population is 12% 

vs 16% for Hispanics; The black birthrate is at 1.9% 

with 2.1% necessary to replace the existing 

population; Approx. 80% of abortion death camps 

(a large number being Planned Parenthood clinics) 

are set up in minority populated cities or 

neighborhoods.  

  Lake County RTL shares the following: Yet, 

there is an awakening happening in the Black 

community… many new groups have formed to 

combat the travesty of targeted Black abortions. 

You can visit them  by clicking on to the links listed 

here: 

http://blackpeopleagainstabortion.com/ 

http://www.theradiancefoundation.org/ 

 

 

http://blackgenocide.org/home.html 

http://www.blackprolifecoalition.org/ 

http://www.facebook.com/blackprolifemovement 

http://www.protectingblacklife.org/ 

http://www.nationalblackprolifeunion.com/ 

http://www.maafa21.com/ 

http://www.toomanyaborted.com/ 

 

There is hope all around us, especially as more of 

our pro-life African American friends in Ashtabula 

County are taking a stand  as was observed when 

many attended or participated at the Pro-Life Prayer 

Breakfast, or went to the March for Life in Wash 

DC, when serving as FFL church contacts at their 

churches, and supporting crisis pregnancy centers, 

etc.  But, as the reports from 40 Days for Life show, 

and as John Coates stated, the best hope Christians 

have is in the power of God to change hearts.  We 

all need to get involved – constant prayer, 

donations of time, talents and money, 

participating at meetings and events.              

Note: You can now donate to FFL online at 

www.ashcofriendsforlife.org, or mail in checks to 

PO Box 242, Geneva, OH 44041, or contact 

President Crystal Latimer, 466-7441.  

 

 

 

FFL at Pro-Life Prayer Breakfast, Erie, PA 

 

Affiliate of 

http://www.ashcofriendsforlife.org/
http://trk.cp20.com/Tracking/t.c?549et-6zu4c-jx55tl8&_v=2
http://trk.cp20.com/Tracking/t.c?549et-6zu4d-jx55tl9&_v=2
http://trk.cp20.com/Tracking/t.c?549et-6zu4e-jx55tl0&_v=2
http://trk.cp20.com/Tracking/t.c?549et-6zu4f-jx55tl1&_v=2
http://trk.cp20.com/Tracking/t.c?549et-6zu4g-jx55tl2&_v=2
http://trk.cp20.com/Tracking/t.c?549et-6zu4h-jx55tl3&_v=2
http://trk.cp20.com/Tracking/t.c?549et-6zu4i-jx55tl4&_v=2
http://trk.cp20.com/Tracking/t.c?549et-6zu4j-jx55tl5&_v=2
http://trk.cp20.com/Tracking/t.c?549et-6zu4k-jx55tl6&_v=2
http://www.ashcofriendsforlife.org/
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John Coats, Ohio Right to Life’s new Executive 

Director is surrounded by the ladies at FFL’s sixth 

annual  

Celebrate Life held Nov.27 (replacing the Nov. 

 

 
 

and Dec. meetings each year.) Wendy Playter 

played guitar, entertaining with original songs and 

humor. Thank you to everyone bringing door 

prizes and flooding Fresh Start with baby items 

and cash donations. Contact Fresh Start at Zion 

Lutheran Church, Ashtabula.  

 

A Worried Woman 

From “Why I am a Black Pro-Life Pastor” by 

Pastor Walter S. Moss  

A worried woman went to her gynecologist and 

said, “Doctor, I have a serious problem and 

desperately need your help! My baby is not even 1 

year old and I’m pregnant again. I don’t want kids 

so close together.”  So the doctor said, “Okay, and 

what do you want me to do?”  She said, “I want you 

to end my pregnancy and I’m counting on your help 

with this.”  The doctor thought for a little, and after 

some silence he said to the lady, “I think I have a 

better solution for your problem. It’s less dangerous 

for you, too.”  She smiled, thinking the doctor was 

going to accept her request.  Then he continued, 

“You see, in order for you not to have to take care 

of two babies at the same time let’s kill the one in 

your arms.  This way, you could rest some before 

the other one is born.  If we’re going to kill one of 

them, it doesn’t matter which one it is.  And there 

would be no risk for your body if you chose the one 

in your arms.”  The lady was horrified and said, 

“How terrible!  It’s a crime to kill a child!”  “I 

agree,” the doctor  replied. “But you seemed to be 

okay with it, so I thought maybe that was the best 

solution.”  The doctor smiled, realizing that he had 

made his point.  He convinced the mom that there is 

no difference in killing a child that’s already been 

born…and one that’s still in the womb.  The crime 

is the same! 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Annual Pro-Life Oratory Contest 

Did you let high school juniors and seniors know 

about the Sat., March 16
th

’ contest’s March 2
nd

 

deadline to register?  It’s a great chance for students 

not only to get experience on both writing on an 

important topic and speaking publicly (only 5-

7min.), but to win money - locally  ($200, $50, 

$25), and as winner at state, a trip to Dallas, Texas 

and national has 4 places with 1
st
 winning $1,000!  

The topics the students can choose from include: 

abortion, euthanasia, stem cell research, or 

infanticide from a pro-life point of view. Everyone 

is invited to come and be inspired by the students 

at the Henderson Library, Jefferson, 2pm, Mar. 

16.  Light refreshments will be served. 

 
 

Pres. Crystal Latimer and last year’s first place 

winner stand with the 3 judges at the 2012 Oratory 

Contest.   

 

40 Days for Life 

Ashtabula County pro-life people can participate in   

40 Days for Life prayer vigils locally February into 

March at Ashtabula Family Planning 410 West 44 

Street. Contact Traci who can arrange for you to 

join in peaceful protest during regularly scheduled 

vigils or someone will join you at a time convenient 

for you. Call Traci at 440-969-8293 or email 

tadew1456@yahoo.com, or or go to 

40daysforlife.com. . "If my people, who are called 

by my name, will humble themselves and pray and 

seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then 

will I hear from heaven and forgive their sin and 

heal their land." (2 Chronicles 7:14). 

 

What's Not to Love about Family Planning 

Association? 

For those of you not as familiar with Planned 

Parenthood and its associate, Family Planning, Lake 

County Right to Life sheds some light in their 

director’s  recent article:  
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“There are those out there who wonder why Lake 

County Right to Life hosts a 40 Days for Life 

campaign each fall and spring at the Family 

Planning Association in Painesville. After all, aren't 

they a prenatal clinic? Don't they help women? 

They don't do abortions (or do they?). 

  FPA has presented itself as a benign prenatal 

clinic to the public for a long time, however, 

prenatal care is only one aspect of that organization. 

I have invited you to visit their website  and see for 

yourselves in the past and encourage you to do so 

again:http://www.fpaneo.org/. Although the website 

is pleasing to the eye, you will find some disturbing 

information.  

  If you go to the Health Information link on their 

homepage and click on the various contraceptives 

that may cause abortion (IUD,Depo-Provera, Birth 

Control Pill, Ortho-Vera Patch,NuvaRing, and 

PlanB) you will find that FPA provides all but the 

NuvaRing (according to their info). Let's be clear 

about hormonal and mechanical contraceptives 

that may cause abortions: human life is lost 

through these methods!  FPA does not provide 

surgical abortions, but the number of human beings 

lost through hormonal/mechanical contraception is 

staggering!  

According to Pharmacists for Life, 308,000,000 

lives have been lost to surgical, chemical and 

mechanical abortions since 1973 
(http://www.pfli.org/main.php?pfli=abortifacientlist).  

55,000,000 lives have been lost to surgical abortion 

alone. The rest are due to the chemical and 

mechanical methods (hormonal contraception, 

RU486, Plan B  and the IUD).    

FPA also provides abortion referrals. Yes, they 

deny this. But see for yourself:  

http://www.fpaneo.org/tag/pregnancy-options/ . 

You will see that they make mention of all options 

and resources for the person asking about abortion 

services. It doesn't take a rocket scientist to figure 

out what one of those options may be! Click on 

their Links tab on their home page and then click on 

the Advocacy tab....oh my goodness!! Planned 

Parenthood is one of the resources! They associate 

themselves with the largest abortion provider in our 

nation, but want us to believe that they are just a 

prenatal clinic? 

  The cat has been out of the bag for a long time 

regarding FPA, but few people take notice. My 

hope is that the 40 Days for Life campaign will help 

bring about the conversion of Mary Wynne-

Peaspanen, FPA board members, FPA 

employees, and the boys, girls, men and women 

who seek out their deadly services.”  

 

 

Note: Crystal reminds us that we should also be 

praying  and considering vigils at two new Family 

Planning Association locations: Andover: 5594 

State Route 7 & Chardon: 11850 Mayfield Rd. 

Suite 2 

 

Fifth Annual Candlelight Vigil 

 

FFL President Crystal Latimer with vigil speaker, 

Pastor Harry Pishcura of New Life Church of 

Geneva. Pastor Harry compared abortion to the 

child-sacrificing worship of Baal as recorded in the 

Bible. The Yarbroughs of New Life provided 

music.  Catherine Schmidt read a Newton/Sandy 

Hook poem, Phillip Schmidt his letter to the editor 

in the Star Beacon 1/12/13. FFL’s Candlelight Vigil 

was held Sunday, January 20th at  Zaback-Ducro 

Funeral Home, Ashtabula.   

 

 

Erie Pro-Life Prayer Breakfast 

 

Our own Sheila Jemison and Marlene Terry of 

“Double Portion” were the featured musicians at 

People for Life’s 35th Annual Prayer Breakfast held 

this year at Erie Bayfront Convention Center on 

Jan.19
th

.  The speaker, George Weigel listed 10 pro-

life accomplishments that keep us upbeat on this 

40
th

 anniversary year of enduring and protesting 

Roe v. Wade. (see p.4) It was commented that if 

God wasn’t in our fight, we wouldn’t still be at it 

after 40 years.  Sheila’s comment was, “the devil 

might be mighty, but God is Almighty!” 

P. 4 

 

http://trk.cp20.com/Tracking/t.c?549et-6zu49-jx55tl6&_v=2
http://trk.cp20.com/Tracking/t.c?549et-6zu4a-jx55tl6&_v=2
http://trk.cp20.com/Tracking/t.c?549et-6zu4b-jx55tl7&_v=2


Sources of Hope after 40 years of Roe v Wade- 

10 Pro-Life Accomplishments and Reasons to 

Keep Working for a Culture of Life – summary 

of George Weigel’s Speech at the  2013 Pro-Life 

Prayer Breakfast. 

1-Abortion has never been accepted as mainstream 

by the medical community or practice. 

2-The science of human reproduction and gestation 

affirms the pro-life position.  Textbooks speak of 

the product of human conception as being a human 

being. 

3-Sonograms have been a game-changer. 

4-Americans don’t remain silent, they debate; 

discussions articulated so that you don’t have to be 

a Catholic or believer in God to be pro-life, just a   

morally serious adult. 

5-Pro-choice world is rigid, not compromising, 

can’t give an inch even when it makes sense. 

(Planned Parenthood hysteria over Komen funds 

which were 2/10 of 1%.) Pro-life goes step by step 

and has achieved informed choice, banning of 

partial-birth abortions and allowing survivors of 

abortion to live. 

6-Pro-abortion world is graying, pro-lifers are 

younger; there are new pro-life law student and 

doctor groups. 

7-There have been pro-life legal successes- 92 laws 

in 24 states in 2011. 

8-Implausibility of legal argument in Roe v. Wade. 

9-Pro-lifers offer human services to women in crisis 

pregnancies.  A culture of life is pro-woman and 

compassionate. 

10-Gallup poll shows 50%+  of Americans identify 

as pro-life. 

Quote by George Weigel:  The two worst Supreme 

Court decisions were in 1857, Dread Scott vs 

Sanford and 1973, Roe vs Wade – both declared 

that portions of humanity were beyond the 

protection of U.S. laws. 

Loving Them Both                                                

On reasons for the shift against abortion rights, 

Ohio Right to Life President Mike Gonidakis 
says the shift is a result of greater education and 

awareness and is quoted, saying, "Because of the 

passage of strong 'pro-life' laws and an increase in 

other social services, women today identify more 

opportunities to access prenatal care, financial 

assistance and a safety net in order to have a 

healthy child," he said. "In Ohio, there are over 145 

pregnancy centers that offer care to pregnant 

women as well as formula, diapers and clothing 

once the child is born." 

 

 

 

 

2013 March for Life, Wash DC – a younger 

generation (The Washington Post ) 

 

Going Full Term 

From Lake Health’s Magazine 

The January/February issue of Best of Health cites a 

national study that shows babies born after 39 

weeks are healthier than babies born at the 

convenience of mothers. Near-term babies, born 

between 36-38 weeks gestation, might have trouble 

breathing and maintaining body heat, might have 

low blood sugar, and an increased risk of serious 

infections and are more likely to need neonatal 

intensive care.  As a result, the Family Birthing 

Center at Tri-Point Medical Center is setting a rate 

of 3% early deliveries and new guidelines 

recommending scheduled deliveries only after the 

39th week of gestation unless a medical need 

dictates an earlier delivery. 

 

2013 Ohio Right to Life Legislative Goals 

Defund Planned Parenthood 

Increase Pregnancy Center Funding 

Adoption and Foster Care Reform 

Assisted Suicide Ban 

Sex Selection Abortion Ban 

 

ACFFL Officers for 2013: 

President: Crystal Latimer 

Vice President: Phillip Schmidt 

Treasurer: Angela Hogle 

Secretary: Traci Warren 

 

A special THANK YOU to Rita Sarell for helping 

set up a mass for the unborn at St. Joseph church in 

January, Sanctity of Life Month. 

 


